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REV. JOHN 8. THOMPSON, EDITOR AND PROPRIETOR. 
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Urged by the importunity of many in this district of the country, who 
desire to possess a copy of the following discourse; and believing it a key 
to unlock one of the darkest caverns of ancient and modern superstition, 
we yield to the request for its republication, notwithstanding that it has 
already passed through many editions. —Ed. 


CHRIST’S COMING TO JUDGMENT. 


A Lecture on 2 Thess. i. 6—10, delivered at Rochester, V. ¥. Not 
24th, 1823, by the Rev. J. S. THompson. 


Since I have begun to labor in the vineyard of my Lord, as a min- 
ister of the Evertastinc Gosret, the sudject of this Lecture has 
frequently been alleged by my opponents, as an unequivocal demon- 
stration of human woe in a future mode of existence; and an insur- 
mountabie obstacle to the progress of the doctrine of universal salva- 
tion. A variety of circumstances has called the attention of the 
public to this passage*of os te asa dernier resort of the oppo- 
sers of Universalism; and it has been selected seven times by ditter= 
ent clergymen, in the vicinity of this populous and growing village, 
in their attempts to overthrow or establish the Anranamic Faira.— 
I have therefore undertaken to show, that this portion of sacred scrip- 
ture relates to the severe chastisements of God, inflicted on the Jews 
for rejecting our Lord and persecuting his followers; and that it has 
no allusion whatever to the destiny of men in another and unseen 
world. The discussion of this contested and alarming passage shall 
be conducted according to the following arrangement. 


1. I shall endeavor to render the translation more correct and 
agreeable to the original Greek. 

2. I shall speak of the time, manner, signs, and end of Christ’a 
coming. 


1. The Greek preposition meta signifies in company; co-operation 
in the same design; adherence to the same party. The original 
meaning of the word, appears to have been a conductor whom others. 
accompany. Hence the phrase, thlibomenois meth hemon, may be 
rendered, our fellow sufferers; and meth angelon, co-operating with 
his messengers, or conducting his messengers as a leader or a cap-< 
tain. Accordingly the seventh verse will read, ‘‘rest to you our 
fellow-sufferers at the revelation of our Lord Jesus, co-operating with 
his mighty messengers,”’ i. e. conducting the Roman army to inflict 
the long predicted woes on the Jewish people and nation. The 
phrase diken tiein, in the ninth verse answers to the penas dare of 
Virgil, and signifies to pay _— atone, expiate or suffer. This 
is the constant, and [ may add the almost invariable meaning of the 
above phrases, in the best Latin and Greek classics. The ninth verse 
ought therefore to read, ‘‘who shall suffer, olethron aionion, aioniay. 
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loss from My presence of the Lord, and the glory of his majesty.” 
Is. ii. 19. The term, olethron, teanslatell destruction, has indu- 
ced many ta adopt the unmerciful and unscriptural notion of the an- 
nibilation of the wicked. But this fanciful opinion must have ori- 
ginated from inattention to the scriptural and classical use of the 
term as well as the doctrine of the everlasting gospel. Ollumi, in 
Greek, pereo, in Latin, perdre, in French, and perish, in English, 
are terms frequently used to express apprehension of some impending 
danger Olethron derived from ollumi, may therefore be correct- 
ly translated loss. Moreover what Paul calls tribula.ion in the sixth 
verse is denominated destruction in the ninth. Where Luke uses 
the word apolesai to destroy, Matthew employs the term basanisai, to 
torment. ‘Though both the ev angelists intended to communicate the 
same idea. Luke iv. 34, Mat. viii. 29. When Matthew speaks of de- 
stroying both soul and body in Gehennah, Luke expresses the same 
ideas by the phrase, cast into Gehennah. Mat. x. 28, Luke xii. 5. 
If the wicked be annihilated on account of their iniquity, how can 
the reward be according to works? But the uniform language of 
scripture declares both the righteous and the wicked shall be re- 
compensed for their deeds; and men shali be beaten with many or 
few stripes in proportion as they have been more or less vicious in 
their moral conduct. Ifthe phrase, to be no more, Ps. civ. $3, Lam. 
v 7, which, in -everal languages, implies to die, mean utter and per- 
etual extinction of being, ~ then Enoch, Joseph, and David must have 
be ven annihilated. Gen. v. 24; xlii, 15, and Ps. xxxix. 15. If the 
second death, which Whitby on my text shows from the targums of 
Onkelos, Uziel, and Jerusalem to be a proverbial expression denoting 
the correction of the impious, mean annihilation, then those who are 
cast into the lake of fire cannot be tormented day and night; nor 
can the wrath of God abide on unbelievers. Rev. xiv. 11, John iid. 
$6. But Israel, who destroyed himself, Hos. xiii. 9; the son of 
predition, © Thes. ii. 5S, the wicked whom the Lord will destroy, 2 


_s 


Thes. ii. 8. whi » sha!! be junished with everlasting destruction, 2. 
Thes, i. 9, and will uvterly jeris), Deut. iv. 26; Josh. xxiii. 16, and 
Dent. xxx. 18, was no other, m the opinion of Lightfoot, Le Clerc, 
Hammend, and other able commentators, than the Jewish natien, 
which, as a body politic and ecclesiastical, was destroyed or dispersed 
forever. Notwithstanding if ever the design of God in creating in- 
telligent beings, the objects of Chrisi’s mediatorial kingdom, or the 
covenant and promises of God, be accomplished, the “soul- chilling 
doctrines of znnihilation and endless misery will then be demonstra- 
ted equally false and delusive. Let the believers of destruction re- 
fiect on the character of that God who, though he bring to er et 
tion the’sons of men, yet saith to them return again, Ps. xe. $ ; and 
who declares that not one grain of that Israel whom he destroyed, 
should perish, Amos ix. 9; and then let them say whether God shall 
deliver from destruction, agreeably to Ps. cvii. 20? If the above 
criticism be correct, my text will read thus. ‘seeing it is righteous 
with God to recompense tribulation to them who trouble you, but rest 
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to you, our fellow-sufferers, at the revelation of the Lord Jesus from 
heaven, asa flame of fire, co-operating with his powerful messengers 
(the Roman army) administering justice to those who neither honor 
God nor obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ; whe shall suffer 
aionion loss (being excluded until the fulness of the Gentiles come) 
from the presence of the Lord and the glory of his majesty. 

As I have adopted the teri aioaian instead of everlasting, 
some explanation may be necessary. It is derived from the noun 
aion, which, Phavorinus says, signifies he zoe kai ho bios, Ife, or 
to metron tes anthropines zves, the measure or length of human 
Jife. The word ‘age’ is the most appropriate in the English language 
to express the signification of the Greek aion, ‘Thus we speak of the 
age of a child, the age of a man, the antidiluvian age, the Patriarch- 
al age, the Christian age, and the age of the world- Im all these ex- 
amples, we find the term ‘age’ varied, and the extent of its duration 
known only by the qualifying words or pharses with which it is con- 
nected; for by the above examples the word ‘age’ may indefinitely 
denote a period of gne year, fifty years, two thousand years, or five 
thousand years, as the sense 2zay require. The ilebrew olam trans- 
lated aion in the Septuagint. and correctly rendered into English by 
our translators only once, Ephes. ii. 7, by the word age, signifies a 
concealed or unknown period of time, whose duration hke the terms 
aion and age, can only be measured by the subject to which it is ap- 
plied. The Hebrew slave who stipulated to serve his master, od 
vlam; Sept. eis. aiona, English for ever, Ex. xxi. 6, Deut. xv. 17, 
did not thereby agree to serve for any definite period of time; for the 
duration of his servitude depended on the following circumstances: 
t. His own death. 2 The death of his master. 3. The return of 
the jubilee. Whichever of these occurred first, disolved the agree- 
ment, and effected the termination of that indefinite period indicated 
by the phrase od olam, eis aiona, forever. Accordingly the same 
plrase is translated forever, all the days of his life, as long as he 
liveth, 1 Sam. i. 11, 22, 28. Hence we see the Hebrew od olam, 
the Greek eis aiona, and the English forever, or everlasting expres- 
sive of the duration of the Hebrew’s servitude, or Samuel’s life might 
have indicated a period of a week, three days, asin Jonah li. 7, or 
one year, but could not exceed the time of 48 years; for eyery 49th 
year brought again the return of the jubilee. How despicable then 
must those doughty champions of orthodoxy and advocates of endless 
misery, appear to intelligent readers or hearers, when they urge the 
argument for eternal miserv from the term aioa, as implying eternal 
duration; whilst the very highest classical authority limits the term 
to the length of human life. Tsocrates and Zenophen say, ton aiona 
diagein, to pass the term of life. ‘Teleutesai ton aiona, in Herodo- 
tus and Sophocles signifies, to »nd life, or dies Homer uses aion 
frequently as the synonyme of zoe, life, Il. iv. 478, Tl. v. 685, and 
Il. xvi. 458. And sometimes for the period of a short 'ife lost in bat- 
tle. Ho nun aien, in the scriptures, always signifies the present 
life. See Whitby on Ephes. ii. 2; 2 Tim. iv. 10; Mark x. SQ. 
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Surely if the word ‘aion’ imply eternal duration, Christ and his apos- 
tles must have been very ignorant of its meaning; for he tells 
them, the harvest, or founding of the christian yom is the end of 
the aion. Mat. xiii. $9. Lo I am with you till the end of the aion. 
Mat. xxviii. 20. And they ask him, what shall be the sign of the 
end of the world, aion. Mat. xxiv. S. Moreover the writers of 
the New Testament speak of a time before the aions, Ephes. iii. 
9; Col. i. 263 of the end of the aions, Heb. ix. 26; of aions = 
and aions to come, Col. i. 26; Ephes. ii, 7; of a period which shall 
last through the a ow of aions, Ephes. iii. 21; of a time after the aions 
shall be ended, and of a period hyperbolically exceeding atonian, 2 
Cor. iv. 17; and lastly of the formation, or constitution of the aions, 
Heb. i. 2. Do our doctors know these things? If not, are they not 
shamefully ignorant? If they do, ought not their efforts to impose 
on the credulous, induce us to beware of them in time to come? 
Feitx quem atiena periculo cautum. 

Having ascertained the import of the word aion, nothing more is 
needful than only to mention that aivnios ig derived from aion ex- 
actly as the word yeariy from year, or daily from day; and as aion 
can never imply infinite duration, the aionian loss or destruction 
must be temporary. This view of the subject entirely excludes the 
doctrine of annihilation as well as that of endless misery; and at 
once pronounces the reign of evil or loss to be limited, and follow- 
ed by a blissful succession of ages, producing streams of pure peren- 
nial felicity, lasting and perpetual as the existence of Deity, and 
universal as the whole number of intellectual beings throughout his 
vast empire. Here, I conclude this part of my discourse by obser- 
ving, that the aionian loss mentioned in my text, is the aionian cor- 
rection, (as the word implies, Mat. 25. 46, 1 John iv. 18, see Petit 
Pierre, on the Divine goodness,) whose duration and termination is 
distinctly fixed by the apostles to the time of the fulness of the 
Gentiles, Rom. xi. 25. Then will the aions terminate, Eph. i. 10. 
And ail Israel will be saved in the Lord with an everlasting salva- 
tion! 

2. I shall now proceed to consider the time, manner, signs, and 
end of Christ’s coming. 

1. As in the Old Testament, remarkable events are described as 
signal interpositions of the Deity, Deut. xxxiii. 2; Is. xxxv. 43 Hab. 
iil. 3; sol readily concede tothe opinion of Dr. Jobn Taylor, that 
in some places in the New Testament the time of our Lord’s com- 
ing coincides with the time of ourdeath. For as our christian course 
ends when we die, our Lord is represented in several parts of the New 
Testament as coming at the end of our life. John xiv. 3; 1 Cor.xi. 
927; Phil. i. 6, 10; 1 Thes. iii. 13; and v. 25; 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8.— 
Moreover this opinion is strengthened by the consideration that, we 
are never in the New Testament, exhorted to prepare for death, but 
for the coming of Christ. This is an important truth, of great 
weight in the christian religion, and worthy of our most serious con- 
sideration. 
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2. The coming of Christ, called by Paul, Parousia tou Kuriou, 2 
Thess. ii. 1, is by the learned Dr. Hammond, referred to his com- 
ing to destroy the Jewis! nation and worship. To this period, says 
Dr. Whitby, the apostie James most certainly alludes where he ex- 
horts the brethren to be patient till the coming of the Lord; adding 
this oe or coming of the Lord, is at hand, and the judge 
standeth before the dvor. James v. 7, 9. This is the com- 
ing of the Son, so often mentioned in the prophecies, concern- 
ing the destruction of Jerusalem, and the dispersivn of the Jewish 
nation. Mat. xxiv. 27, 37, 39. ‘This appearance of the Son of 
man, was immediately to follow the tribulation of the Jews, occasion- 
ed by the invasion of the Roman army. ‘**/amedictely after the 
tribulation of those days, shall appear the sign of the Son in hea- 
ven—and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of 
heaven, with power and great glory-’? Mat. xxiv. 29. 30. ‘For 
there shall be great distress in the land and wrath upon this people 
—and they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and be lead away 
captive into all nations, and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the 
Gentiles; then shall they see the Son of mau coming ina cloud with 
power and glory. Luke xxi. £3, 27. The time of Christ’s coming 
was so distinctly fixed, that none could possibly mistake. ‘There 
be some of you standing here,” said our Lord to his disciples. ‘*who 
shall not taste death fil! ye see the Son of Man come in his kingdom: 
Mat. xvi. 28; Mark ix. 1; Luke ix. 27. ‘*When they persecute 

ou in one city, flee ye into another, for verily I say unto you, ve 
shall not have gone over the cities of Israel, till the Son of man be 
come.” Mat. x. 23.  ‘*This generation shall not pass till all these 
things be fulfilled-’? Mat. xxiv- $4; Mark- xii. 30; Luke xxi. 32-— 
This prediction was verified in John, and explains our Lord’s mean- 
ing. John xxi. 22. ‘If he tarry till I come, what is that to thee?” 
Indeed the langaage of Christ could not be more definite and deter- 
minate than it was in reply to the high priest’s adjuration, Mat. xxvi. 
64- Haparti, ‘presently, or after a short time, ye shall see the Son 
of Man coming in the clouds of heaven.*’ Accordingly both Christ and 
his apostles warn their auditors to watch, and be prepared for that 
event, seeing that it might be both sudden and unexpected- ‘*Be ye 
also ready for in such an hour as ye think not, the Son of Man com- 
eth.”” Mat. xxiv. 44. Paul exhorts the Philippians to moderation, 
and ards as a reason. *‘the Lord is at hand-” Phil. iv. 5. He ad- 
viseth the Thessalonians ‘‘not to sleep as others, bu: watch and be 
sober;’’ and appeals to their own knowledge of the uncertainty of 
Christ’s coming, as an,argument of vigilance. ‘*Yonurselves know 
ee that the day of the Lord cometh as a thief in the night. 

ut ye are not in darknes that that day should overtake you as a 
thief in the night.” 1 Thes. v- 2 4. 6. Inlike manner Peter ad- 
monishes all to whom his epistle might come, to be sober and watch 
unto prayer, because the end: of all things was at hand, and Christ 
was ready t» judge both the quick and the dead. 1 Pet. iv. 5, 7. 
Behold I come quickly, says Jesus, he that is ynjust, let him be 
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unjust still. Seal not the prophecies of this book, for the time is 
at hand. Rev. xxii. 10, 12. What shall we say of those preachers 
who 1750 years after these predictions have been fulfilled, still per- 
suade their hearers to expect Christ’s coming to judgment? Let 
us pity them!! For either the scriptures are a ag or these 
teachers of the law, know not what they say nor whereof they af- 
firm!!! 

Some may object to the time I have fixed for the coming of Christ, 
from the language of the apostle in the next chapter, where he 
cautions the Thessalonians not to be troubled by his word or let- 
ter concerning the coming of Christ, which might have excited 
alarm; for previously to that event, there would come, apostasia, a 
falling away; and the man of sin be revealed, the son of perdi- 
tion. This grand apostacy has been generally applied by protestant 
commentators, to the corruptions of the Romish charch, and conse- 
quently those, who have beem educated under the influence of tra- 
dition, may be inclined to object to any sentiment inconsistent with 
the prejudices of their education. But how is it possible on the 
common theory to account for the general alarm occasioned by the 
first epistle? It is evident from 2 Thes- ii. 1, that the Thessalon- 
ians understood the apostle as speaking of an event altogether at 
hand, in the first epistle, cnap- i. 19, chap iii. 15, chap- iv. 15, 
and chap, v. 23. The apostle begins the second chapter of his se- 
cond epistle thus, ‘*1 beseech you brethren, that ye be not troubled 
concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ- Our translators 
have unwarrantably and ignorantly rendered, huper tes_parousias, by 
the coming, without one single instance of classical authority.— 
On the contrary I have rendered it, concerning or on account of, 
which is the true and proper meaning of the term buper. The latin 
super, is evidently derived from the Greek huper, and retains its 
signification in the following phrase, super Hectore multa, askin; 
many things concerning Hector. One principal cause of the secon 
epistle was undoubtedly to remove the apprehensions excited by the 
first. Notwithstanding the apostle says nothing in the second to in- 
duce them to believe that any considerable time should elapse before 
the coming of Christ. On the contrary he tells them, chap. ii. 6, 7. 
‘The mystery of iniquity doth already work;” and appeals to their 
own knowledge of the cause of delay in Christ’s coming: and informs 
them that as soon as he who now letteth (in all probability Claudius the 

Emperor) shall be taken away, by death, then shall the wicked be 
revealed, then shall the Jews make defection from the Roman gov- 
ernment, which shall occasion their destruction by the Roman army. 

This is the grand civil apostecy which produced their overthrow 
and dispersion. That this apostacy was acivil rebellion, Mr. Le 
Clere on Hammond, has abundantly shown; the term apostacy is 
frequently used in scripture ina political sense. Jerusalem is call- 
three times in one chapter Polis apostasis, the apostate city. Ezra. iv. 
12, 15, 19. Whitby agrees with Le Clerc, but believes the aposta- 
cy also implied a religious defection. ‘There can be no doubt but 
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the great apostacy of the Jews from christianity before Christ’s com- 
m. hastened their destruction. This much appears from the words 
of Christ, Mat. xxiv. 22.  ‘*Except these days should be shortened 
no flesh can be saved; but for the elect’s sake those days shall be 
shortened.” Their religious apostacy arose from their attachment 
to the law of Moses; secondly from their expectations of a temporal 
Messiah; and thirdly, from their severe sufferings by persecution. 
boy iy apostacy the apostles refer in awful language, Matt. xviii. 7, 

, Heb. vi. 6, 8. It became exceedingly great, “hot only in Judea 
pl Palestine, but also in Asia and all places * Ww here the Jews had re- 
ceived the gospel, 2 Tim. i. 15. ‘This falling away was distinctly 
foretold by our Lord, Matt. xxiv. 11, 12, as an event which should 
precede, the destruction of Jerusalem. No inference therefore can be 
drawn from this epistle to desolve the connexion between this apos- 
tacy and Christ’s coming. Therefore the cowing of Christ, men- 
tioned by Paul must be the appearance of the Son 1 of man to destroy 
the Jewish polity and nation. 

Lhere being many who think that the prohibition to marry, was 
peeuliarly to the catholic defection, a few remarks, relative to that 
subject, may therefore be necessary in this place. Dr. Whitby in his 
commentary, | Tim. iv. 1, 1 Cor. vii. 1, has sufficiently demonstrated, 
that it was a philosophical question ‘much agitated in the days of Paul, 
whether it were good to marry? Bion, Antisthenes, Menander, Appol- 
louins, Porphyry, and the Pythagoreans, in gener a. held the negative. 

As the Pythagorean philosophy was very popular at Corinth and 
other parts of Greece, the apostle might, therefore, notice it with dis- 
approbation, But from what he says, 1 Cor. vii, 8, 27, 29, 40, it is 
manifest, that Paul could not have considered the prohibition to marry 
as any considerable part of the apostacy. The Judaizers were be- 
yond all others the most rem rkably peculiar in their restrictions con- 
cerning meat. Dr. Lightfoot on Acts xv. 20, shows that when the se- 
cond temple was destroyed, the Pharisees,who taught thatit was unlaw- 
ful to eat flesh or drink wine, said “we should ordain among ourselves 
notto marry.” ‘The Essens were disinclined to marry, and the Gnos- 
tics, who probably sprang from Menander, held that to eat flesh or 

marry was of the Devil. Hence we see there is no sufficient reason 
for the peculiar application of this prohibition to the Roman catholic 
church. 

Objection second. The coming of Church is said to take place in 
the last day. The Jewish Rabbies admit as a general rule that where- 
ever we meet the phrase, the last days, or the latter d: ‘ys, we should 
understand it, of the days or age of the Messiah. The Targums thus 
interpret the ‘phrase, Gen, slix. 1, Num. xxiv. 14, Isa. ii, 2, Jer. xxiii. 
20, Dan ti. 44, Hosea iii. 5. Peter applies the last days of Joel’s Pro- 
phecy tu the time of Christ. Acts ii. 17, 2 Pet, ii. 3. The other 
apostles use the same pharaseology, to denote the same epoch. 2 
Tim. tii. 1,2, 1 John ti, 18, Jude 17. 18. Dr. Pocock justly ob- 
serves, that by the latter days most Jewish and Christian commenta- 
tors understood the days of the Messiah, who is cailedin the Sept. 











104 Christ’s coming to judgment. 


Vers. Isa. ix. 6, Pater aionis Mellontis, Father of the age to comes. 
See Whitby on Heb. vi. 5, et alibi. Moreover, the Hebrews always 
use the plural number, to express honor, dignity, and emphasis : there- 
fore according to the idiom of the sacred writers , last days, when used 
to denote the time of the Messiah, mean only last day if the singular. 
‘Hence John calls: the same period of time, last day, last hour, John 
xi. 24, 1 John ii. 18. Consequently last day, in scriptual language, 
means the whole or any part of the christian era, This ebjection 
therefore arises from ignorance of the languaze of Scripture, and can- 
not militate against the time I have fixed for the coming of Christ. 
Consult Simpsor’s Exsayson the language ofscripture. , 

Objection third, In Mat. xxiv. SO, and Rev. i. 17, itis said all the 
tribes of the earth shall mourn, when they see the Son of Man coming 
in the clouds of heaven. To this we reply : in Jewish and prophetic 
language, the earth is often limited to the land of Judea. Is. vi. 4, 
Mal. iv. 6, Ps. xvi. 3, xxv. 13, xxii. 29, 34, xxxvii. 3, 9, 11. See 
Whitby’s appendix to Mat. xxiv. and Dr. Campbell’s Notes on Mat. 
ii, 6, and Luke ii. 1. Supposing John to have wrote the Revelation 
so late as 96, which is by no means probable, he might notwithstand- 
ing use the words of Christ, seeing the great destruction of the Jews 
by Adrian, was still future. But the evidence is in favor of that 
hypothesis which fixes the date of the Apocalypse to the reign of 
Claudius or Nero. The style of this book is much fuller of Hebraisms, 
than that of the Gospel, consequently written soon after John left Judea, 
where he had been accustomed to speak Syriac. He calls the gov- 
ernors of the churches angels, but Paul in his first epistle to Tiwo- 
thy about the year 65 calls them bishops, which title was ever after 
retained in the churches, consequently the revelation was written be- 
fore the epistle to Timothy. Epiphanius affirms John prophesied in 
the reign of Claudius Cesar, and his opinion appears to be confirmed 
by allusions in the Revelation, to the temple and altar as then stand- 
ing. The title of the Syriac version of this book, which at least 
shows the opinion of the churches of Syria, is, “The Revelation made 
to John the Evangelist, by God, in the isle of Patmos, where he was 
banished py Nero the Cesar.” Hence we have sufficient reason to 
conclude, that John wrote the Revelation before the destruction of Je- 
rusalem ; and that the references to the day of judgment, coming of 
Christ, and passing away of the heavens, were allusions to the aboli- 
tion of the Jewish dispensation. 

2. The manner of Christ’s coming. The text declares, he shall be 
revealed, a flame in fire—i. e. in great splendor. like a flame of fire. 

The word Phlogos, is in apposition with Kuriou, and words pvt in 
apposition mean the same person or thing. Hence the Lord Jesus is 
here called a flame by fire. But as the word is derived from Phlego, 


which signifies to shine, as well as to burn, the phrase m»y mean no 
more than that as the brightness of fire, or in fiery brightness, the 
Lord Jesus should be revealed from heaven. As Paul was a Jew, he 


adopted the language of the prophets, Joel and Malachi, who had 
(To be Continued. ) 
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J. This Convention shall be composed exclusively of Delegates, 
consisting of two Ministers to be chosen annually from each Assocta- 
tion now existing, or which may hereafter be organized, within the 
state of New-York, or such other associations as may wish to come 
under its jurisdiction; and a majority of all the Delegates chosen, shall 
constitute a quorum to do business. 

2. This Convention considers itself in fellowship, and will endeav- 
our always to maintain full fellowship and also perfect harmony 
with, the General Convention of Universalists of the New Eng- 
Jand states and others; and are ready to ce-operate with them in what- 
ever may promote the cause of gospel truth, or disseminate the doc- 
trine of our common faith. 

3. The meetings of this Convention shall be held on the second 
Wednesday of May annually, the first meeting to be at Madison, on 
the second Wednesuay of May 1826,which shall be considered the day 
of public service, and to adjourn from cay to day until the business 
of the convention shall be completed; and finally to*adjourn to such 
place from year to year as shall be thought mest expecient. 

4. The business of the convention after the usual organization of 
choosing a Moderator, Clerk,&c, will be to tuke cognizance of the quali- 
fications, character and conduct of the ministers in fellowship under its 
urisdiction; to reprove, admonish, or withdraw fellowship from any 

rother whe shall walk disorderly, as shall be found expedient; and te 
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do all other things in relation to the brethren in the ministry, which 
Go: in his wisdom may direct, for the promotion of the cause of 
truth. 

5. In case of complaints and grievances which may be presented to 
the convention against any brother in the ministry, either directly, or 
through the medium of their standing committee, it shall be the duty 
of the convention to take immediate cognizance ef the same; who 
shall proceed to hear the parties, if they be prepared for trial; or if it 
shall be requested by the party accused, the convention shall appoint 
a committee of three ministers, in the vicinity of the parties, giving 
exch party the privilege of nominating one if they chovse, whose duty 
shall be to meet in some convenienf place, and after hearing the parties 
with their witnesses, to decide on the case; which decission (unless in 
case of appeal) shall be final, and reported as such to the conveution. 

6. In case of an appeal from the decission of the committee, (which 
either party shall have the privilege of making) the appeal shall be 
made before the committee separate, in which case it shall be the duty 
of the committee to report the evidence on which they grounded their 
decigsion, so as to prevent the necessity of the attendance \f witness- 
es before the convention; but the parties may be again heard, together 
with any new evidence which may be offered by the parties, and being 
thus heard, the convention shall either confirm or set aside the decis- 
sion of the committee, as shall be thought just and expedient. 

7. This convention disclaims all rizht of farther tnterposing with 


the discipline of the respective Associations, than bas been already 
stated; bul recommends it as the duty of each associition to attend to 
the discipline of its respective societies as ecclesiastical bedies; and 
as the duty of the respective societies to attend to the discipline of their 
respective members. 


== 


MINUTES OF THE WESTERN ASSOCIATION: 

The Ministers and Delegates, composing the We-tern Association 
of Universalists, met according to adjournment, at Eatons Bush, Her- 
kimer, co. on Tuesday evening, the 51 May, 1825, and opened the 
council with prayer by Br. Abner Kneeland- 

1. Chose Br. A. Kneeland, Moderator. 

+6 Brs. N- Stacy, Clerk 
Pf ** J. 8. Thompson, ‘ oon 

2. Examined the credentials of the Delegates, and read the let 
ters from the societies. 

3. Appointed Brs. W. Underwood, J. Potter, and 8. Jones, a 
committee to receive requests for letters of fellowship, or ordination. 

4. Adjourned until 7 o’clock Wednesday morning. Prayer by 
Br. N. Dodge. 

5. Met Wednesday morning at 7 o’clock. Prayer, by Br. L 
Whitnal. 

6. [he committee, appointed toarrange and report the procee- 
dings of this body, reported that they had attended to the business 
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committed to their care, and wished to be discharged. Accepted 
the report and discharged the committee. 

7. Appointed Br. G. B. Lisher, standing clerk of this association. 

8. Received a request from **the Union Society of Universalists”® 
of Warren and Springfield for fellowship- Granted said request. 

9. Appointed Brs. Stacy, Flagler, and Lisher a committee to visit 
the Genesee Branch Association, to meet at Parma the last Wed- 
nesday of September, and Brs. Stacy, Thompson, and Lisher, a 
committee to visit the Cayuga branch, to meet at Marcellus on the 
first Wednesday of October next, Brs- Stacy, Lisher, and Potter, 
to visit the Chenango, to meet at Tioga Point, Bradford, co Pa. the 
last Wednesday in Aug. and Brs. Kneeland, Thompson, and Smith 
to visit the Black River, to meet at Watertown, the second Wednes- 
day of the present month. 

10. Received the reports of the visiting committees the last year. 

11. Appointed Brs. Kneeland, Stacy, Smith, Lisher, Thompson, 
Jones, ae Morse, a committee to consider the propriety of organi- 
zing a convention, to be called **Tue Unversatist Convention of 
the state of New-York,” consisting of delegates from the several as- 
sociations of this state. 

12. Appointed Brs. Kneeland, Smith, and Thompson a commit- 
tee to consider the resignation of Mr. Levi Briggs, and Loring 


Blood. 


Public service on Wednesday. 


MORNING. 

Br. A Kneeland, introductory prayer. 

‘* N. Dodge, sermon, Luke xv. 2. 

‘© N. Stacy, concluding prayer. 

AFTERNOON. 

Br. S. R. Smith, introductory prayer. 

‘© P. Morse Ist sermon, Titus ii. 11. 12. 

‘* T. F. King ma « Psalm ix. 17. 

‘© J. Potter, concluding prayer. 

Adjourned until Thursday morning 7 o’clock. 

Met Thursday morning. Prayer, by Br. S. Jones. 

13. The committee on the case of Mr. L. Briggs and L. Blood, 
reported the following resolution > 

Resoived, ‘That this association accept the resignation of Mr. Le- 
vi Briggs, and that there exist adequate causes why said Briggs 
should no longer perform the ministerial duties; and that Mr. Lor- 

-ing Blood, having discontinued his ministry, and signified the same 
to a member of this body, be no longer considered as having the fel- 
lowship of this association: 

14, Voted to accept the report, and refer this subject to the Gen- 
eral Convention, from whom the persons named received letters of 
fellowship. 

15. ‘The committee on forming a convention reported, that it is 
expedient to form a convention, and presented a coustitution for the 
same. 
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16. Voted to accept the report, and after a long discussion, adop- 
ted the plan reported. 

17. Resolved, That the committee of discipline be also a commit- 
tee of correspondence, with similar committees, that the moral stan- 
ding of ministers may be more fully ascertained. 

18- The committee on requests for fellowship, or ordination, re- 
seem in favor of giving a letter of fellowship to Br. Nehemiah 

odge, and conferring ordination on Brs. L. C. Todd and Benja- 
min Hecox. 

19. Voted to recommend, through the medium of Brs. King, and 
Skinner, to the societies on the Hudson River, to form themselves 
into an Association. 

Public service on Thursday. 


MORNING. 


Br. J- 8S. Thompson, introductory prayer. 
** JT). Skinner, sermon, Rey. xxii. 1. 2. 
** W. Underwood, concluding prayer. 


-Ifternuon, and ordaining service. 


Br. S. Jones, introductory prayer. 
** S$. R. Smith, Ist sermon, Jeremiah, viii. 11. 
** A. Kneeland, 2d ss Tsaiah. xii. 2 

** I. Whitnal, consecrating prayer. 

** N. Stacy, the charge. 

** J. 8. Thompson, delivery of the Scriptures. 

** P. Morse, right-hand of fellowship. 

‘* A. Kneeland, concluding prayer. 

20. Appointed Brs. N. Stacy and W. Underwood as delegates 
to ‘‘the Universalist Convention of N. Y,”’ to meet at Madison, 
the second Wednesday of May 1826; and Resolved, to recommend 
to other associations of this state to appoint delegates also. 

21. Appointed Brs, Lisher, King, Stacy, Morse and Jones,a com 
mittee to report at the next session, what ought to be the teritorial 
extent and jurisdiction of the different associations. 

22. Appointed Brs. Lisher, Jones, and Whitnal, a committee of 
discipline for the ensuing year. 

23. Appointed Br. Lisher, to prepare the minutes and circular. 

24. Br. S. R. Smith, having returned thanks to God, the associ- 
ation adjourned, to meet at Sullivan, Madison co. the first Wednes- 
day .nd Thursday, ef June 1826. 


ABNER KNEELAND, Mederator. 
g Clerks. 


N. Sracy, 
J. S. Tuompson, 


—_——— 


MINUTES OF THE BLACK RIVER ASSOCIATION. 
The Black River Branch association convened at Watertown, Jef- 
ferson, co. the second Wednesday of June, 1825, opened the coup- 








Minutes. 106 


oH with prayer, by Br. J. S. Thompson. 
1- Chose Br. Abner Kneeland, Moderator. 
** S. R. Smith, Clerk. 
2. Examined the credentials of the delegates, and read the let- 
ters from the societies. 
S. Appointed Br’s. C. G. Parson, G. B. Lisher, and J. S. Thomp- 
apn, a committee on letters of fellowship, or ordination, 


Public service on Wednesday. 


‘ MORNING. 

Br. A. Kneeland, introductory prayer. 

‘«* G. B. Lisher, sermon, Matthew ix, 12, 

‘* C. G. Parson, concluding prayer. 

AFTERNOON. 

Br. S. R- Smith, introductory prayer. 

** J. S. Thompson, sermon, Rev. xiv. 6, 7, 8. 

** C. W. Robbins, concludi»g prayer. 

4. Resolved, That the plan for the organization of ‘‘the Uni- 
versalist Convention in the state of New-York,” be and is here~ 
by approved. 

5. Appointed Brs. C. G. Parson, and Pitt Morse, delegates te 
represent this body in said convention, at Madison, in May 1825. 

6, Resolved that this association be known in future, by the name 
of **THE BLACK RIVER AssociATioN, in fellowship with the wesTERY 
association of Universalists.”’ 

7. Appointed irs. C. G. Parson, P. Morse, and E. W. Robbine 
a committee to report a constitution for this association. 

Evening service. 

Br. J. S. Thompson, introductory prayer. 

** A. Kneeland, sermon, 2 Tim. ii. 15. 

*¢ A. Wood, concluding prayer. 
Met Thursday morning 8 o’clock, prayer by Br. C. G. Parson. _ 
8. The committee for letters of fellowship or ordination reported 
in favor of conferring ordination on Br. Ezekiel W. Robbins. 

9. Accepted the report. 
Public service on Thursday Morning. 


Br. G. B. Lisher, introductory prayer. 

*¢ S. R. Smith, sermon Colossians i. 28. 

‘* J. S. Thompson, concluding prayer. 

AFTERNOON. 

Br. P. Morse, introductory prayer. 
" 6 A, Kneeland, sermon, Acts xx. 27, 28. 
S. R. Smith consecrating prayer. 
A. Kneeland, delivery of the Scriptures and charge. 
** P. Morse, right-hand of fellowship. 
C. G. Parson, concluding prayer. 

10. Received a request from the Universalist society of Fowler 
and pec to be received into fellowship. Granted said re- 
quest. 








— 
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11. The committee appointed to report a constitution, reported 
progress and desired to be continued. Granted said request. 

12. Appointed Brs. C. G. Parson and A. Wood, a committee of 
discipline for the ensuing year. 

13. Chose Brs. Wood and Morse, to attend the Western Asso- 
ciation at Sullivan, in June 1826, and Brs Parson and Wood the 
Genesee Association at Parma, the last Wednesday of September, 
and the Cayuga Branch the first Wednesday of October next, at Nine 
Mile Creek, Marcellus. 

14. Voted that the minutes of this Association be printed in 
pamphlet form, with the minutes of the Western Association, and 
that Br. G. B. Lisher prepare the same for the press. 

15. Adjourned to Antwerp, Jefferson co. the second Wednesday 
and Thursday, of June 1826. Prayer by Br. A. Wood. 

A. KNEELAND, Moderater. 

8. R. Sarru, Clerk. 


CIRCULAR LETTER. 


The Western Association of Universalists, to the societies and 
churches in fellowship; to all the believers of the Abrahamic faith, 
and to every son and daughter of Adam, send salutations of peace and 
good will. 

Dear Breturen, 

Under the benignant auspices of Zion’s God, we have been allowed 
another anniversary session, and with the most grateful hearts for the 
numberless blessings of a bountiful providence, and the greatest so- 
licitade for your spiritual welfare, prosperity, and joy, we hasten to 
Jay before you the important circumstances attending our convocation, 
an! the proceedings of our council. 

By the society, at Eaton’s Bush, we were received in the most af- 
fectionate, friencly, christian, and polite manner. The committee of 
the society, welcomed our arrival, and made every arrangement that 
could contribuie to our ease, comfort, or convenience, and facilitate 
the objects of our meeting. By their bounty and Itberality our bodies 
were refreshed, and our souls strengthened and animated. 

The public services were performed in a very solemn, impressive, 
inte esting, and able manner. God was proclaimed to be a fountain of 
ex sustiess benevolence, and it was declared, and proved, that he has 
purposed the unending felicity of every intelligent being, and will ac- 
complish his designs, in the perfect reconcilittioa, willing subjugation, 
and glorious em ncipation, from sin and misery, of every son and 
daughter of Adam. 

We were show? that Jesus, while on earth, “received and eat with 
sinners,’ ond thet he ix the sume friend to man vow, he was then; 
that ‘the grice of God hal app are’ with salvation for all men, teach- 
ing men to live rolly inthe world,” that the wicked, and all nations 
tha. forget ot, must receive smtrdle punishment, or be turned into 
the ifeil David was once in,” aad out of which ae was delivered by 
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the mercy of God; that there ‘‘is a river of pure love,”’ the streams 
whereof make glad the city of God, and ‘a tree of life which bears 
fruit and leaves, that are designed to heal the nations;’’ that although 
the ignorant physicians, or doctrines of men, “have but slightly heal- 
ed the hurt of God’s people, and cried peace, peace, when there is no 
peace,” the hurt shall be healed, and men have peace; and that **God 
1s the salvation of man, and min, therefore, should trust in him,’ for 
he will save him from sin, and make the whole world recipients of 
pure and unceasing bliss. With transcendent ability were these doc- 
trines delineated, enforced, and established. 

A very large and respectable congregation evinced respect for the 
performances by listening with the most profound attention, and many, 
very many, received the doctrine which came down from heaven, and 
is giving life to the world. A numerous and excellent choir of sing- 
ers, accompanied with suitable instruments, sung, in the most sweet 
and animating strains, the praises of the great Jehovah, and imparted 
an enlivening interest, a holy charm, and glow to all the services of 
the sacred sauctuary. 

Much unanimity of feeling was witnessed in our deliberations, and 
though different opinions exist, and always must, as to measures of 
expediency and lawfulness, a determination to immolate private views 
on the altar of public good, continues to be manifested. 

A letter of fellowship was given to our aged brother, Nehemiah 
Dodge, who is labouring to persuade God’s creatures to believe he is 
their friend and Saviour, and loves them with an everlasting love, al- 
though he labored thirty years in the Baptist connexion, to prove him 
an enemy to his own works, and a partial Saviour of afew. Solemn 
Ordination was conferred on two young brethren, who have industri- 
ouslyjlabored, for some time, in the vineyard of the Redeemer, and a 
society of Universalists, lately formed, received into fellowship. Ap- 
plications were made for the organization of new Associations in this 
state, but on account of the contemplated location of the proposed 
bodies, it was thought proper to refer the subject, with one exception, 
to the Genesee Branch Association. 

Among the measures adopted by the council for the furtherance of 
the cause of God and man, will be found one of much importance. It 
is the organization of a ‘Universalist Convention, in the state of New 
York.” This, though considered necessary by a vast majority of the 
council, was not hastily adopted. It was deliberately and carefully 
examined by the committee, to whom it was referred, and by the 
council. 

“This Convention is to be composed of delegates, annually chosen, 
from each association, which now exists, or may hereafter be formed 
in this state. It is to take “cognizance of the qualifications, charac- 
ter, and conduct of ministers,” anddo whatever may tend to promote 
order and harmony. All differences between ministers, ministers and 
individuals, and ministers and churches or societies, can be examined. 
and settled by men, far more cempetent for such investigation, than 
persons, collected from various socicties, of dissimilar habits and pur- 






112 Notice. 


suits, and influenced, more or less, by local considerations and feel- 
ings. It is not designed to speak lightly of the qualifications of lay- 
men, but to assert that which every layman knows to be true, viz. that 
preachers ought to be tried by preachers, and that preachers are best 
qualified to decide on the qualifications of ministers. By constitut- 
ing this Body, much expense, labor, fatigue and turmoil will be saved, 
if not act+ of injustice prevented. Instead of being called a thousand 
miles(as might have been the case previous to this) to answer a charge, 
and all this distance from the place where the alleged misconduct 
happened, and the residence of witnesses, the accuser and accused, 
are saved this trouble and expense, the trial is brought to the door of 
the parties, the objects of inquiry facilitated, and justice more equal- 
ly and promptly dispensed. Had we room much more might be said. 

No alarm need be experienced by our lay brethren on account of the 
organization of this Body, for nothing has been assumed. ‘The asso- 
ciations create the Body, and can destroy it; and they are composed 
chiefly of respectable laymen. Give us, then, your hearty support, 
and cordial approbation. 

We have, brethren, the greatest reason for renewed gratitude to 
Ged, and increased zeal and faithfulness in the cause ef truth. Five 
associations, nearly one hundred preachers, as many societies and 
churches, several very neat and respectable meeting houses, numer- 
ous congregations, and thousands of believers, now grace the triumphs 
of Jesus, in the state of New York, and encourage you to persevere, 
and not to faint. Not only does a retrospective afford cause of re- 
joicing, but a prospective view bids us be glad. Before another anni- 
versary, a Convention will go into active operation, hundreds that now 
sit in moral darknes will see a great light, new luborers will go into 
the field of the Lord, and three associations, one on the Hudson River, 
one to be located between Cayuga Lake and Genesee River, and one 
in Chautauque county and its vicinity, will probably be formed. Sure- 
ly the mighty God ot Jacob is with us. Redouble your exertions, and 
ere long, men will come from the east, and from the west, the north 
and the south, »nd sit down with you in the kingdom of God, 

By order, GEORGE B. LISHER. 


The Wniversatist, 


Containing 16 pages 8vo. is published semi-monthly at Utica, for 
$1 50a year, paid in advance. All communications and orders 
must be addressed to the Editor, free of postage. 


As the whole management of this paper, devolves on the subscriber; 


who, being sole editor and proprietor, must be henceforth blameable for its 
imperfections, and praiseworthy for its merits. If capa’ le of serving the 
public in any department, he presumes he can do it most effectually in con- 
ducting a theological paper; let therefore the religious world rest assured, 


that if sufficient patronage be afforded to encourage exertion, no means 
shall be spared to raise the literary and scientific character of the Univer- 
salist. J. S. THOMPSON. 





